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 Tring Hockey Club Newsletter  

All the latest news and results From the Home of hockey in Herts. 

                                 Issue 11 – 20 November, 2009 

Contact: - wallim3@hotmail.com 

Well I suspect everyone got soaked last Saturday as well as being battered by the wind (words oft repeated 

in this weeks reports), in what was a torrid Saturday. Nevertheless, despite what the elements threw at us, 

the club was able to pick up a number of positive results with only 2 sides failing to claim any points.  

Our Ladies 1s continue their 100% record and stay 

top of the Premier Division, while the Men’s 1s victory 

at Sunbury sees them move clear in 2
nd

 place of their 

league. A mention to the Ladies Development side 

also, who despite not playing on Saturday, received a 

walkover against non playing Broxbourne that has 

sent them to the top of their division, well done girls.  

So on we roll to another weekend of fun packed 

action with both the Men’s & Ladies 1’s in home 

action, so get yourselves down to Halton and the 

school to cheer the guys and gals on. As an appetizer 

for both these we have pre-game shows arranged 

also with Ben’s 3
rd

 XI to warm-up the Halton hordes 

for the Men’s and the Babyvets doing the same at the 

school for the Ladies.  

Again, don’t forget this is your weekly newsletter so if 

you have any burning issues you would like to raise or 

share then please let me know! The editor-in-chief 

can be contacted at wallim3@hotmail.com. NJ

              

Saturday 14th November Results 

TRING MENS   OPPONENTS  TRING MENS   OPPONENTS 

1st XI W4-3 Sunbury 1  Developments L1-5 Wycombe 6 

Ash, James,      Aikens    

Tommy H, Hyde            

2nd XI D3-3 Milton Keynes 3  Veterans W4-1 Cheam Clarets 

Whippet, Jones, Doodson    Zagni (3), Collins    

3rd XI D0-0 Bicester 3  Super Vets W9-2 Surbiton Magnets 

      no scorers provided    

TRING LADIES   OPPONENTS     

1st XI W4-0 Bishops Stortford 2  3rd XI W4-1 Cheshunt 2 

Glover (3), Forth     J.Stokes (2), Kearval    

       Humphris     

2nd XI L1-2 Royston 2  4th XI w/o v Broxbourne 6 

Hockley          
 

              

Training  

Everyone please remember that club training continues on Wednesday evenings at Tring School Astro. The timings 

are - Developments 7-8pm while the main Club training follows immediately after at 8-9pm.  

Senior XI training for both Ladies and Men is held Thursday evening at the Halton Astro 8-9.30pm.  

Junior Coaching is held on Sunday mornings at Tring School Astro from 9.30am. 

 

 

mailto:wallim3@hotmail.com
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Where to catch the action this weekend – 21 November 

Saturday H   Opponents Venue Pushback 

Mens 1 H L Ashford 2 RAF Halton 1200 

Mens 2 A L Abingdon 2 Tilsley Park, Abingdon OX14 1PU 1200 

Mens 3 H L Ramgarhia 3 RAF Halton 1030 

Developments A L Slough 4 SHC, Upton Ct Road, Slough SL3 7TZ 1030 

Veterans H L Tunbridge Wells Tring School 1345 

Supervets H L Spencer Tring School 1645 

      

Ladies 1 H L Broxbourne 2 Tring School 1515 

Ladies 2 A L Hertford 2 Balls Park, Mangrove Rd. SG13 8AJ 1115 

Ladies 3 A L Saffron Walden 4 Newport Free Grammer Sch. CB11 3TR 1500 

Ladies 4 A L Royston 3 Bassingborn Barracks, Royston SG8 5LX 1230 

              

Up and Coming Social and Fundraising Events 

12th December ς Club Social ς Christmas Fancy Dress Disco 

ΨCŀƴŎȅ 5ǊŜǎǎ ƛǎ ŎƻƳǇǳƭǎƻǊȅΩ 

Tickets are £5 ς see your captains or Sam Payne 

 

              

 

UMPIRES LEVEL 1 COURSE 

 

We have been notified that the Herts & Beds Hockey 

Umpires Association are to run a ‘Level 1’ Umpires 

course on Sunday 29
th

 November at West Herts HC 

in Watford. The course will run from 9.30am to 4pm. 

The course will incorporate all the hockey rules and 

will conclude with an exam. Details will be published 

on the website in due course for anyone interested in 

attending. We have experienced a shortage of 

umpires on some weekends this season and the 

larger the pool that the club has available helps to 

ensure fixtures are fulfilled. Please consider it and let 

your captain know if you are interested.  

 

 

 

31st January - Comedy Club Night 
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COLTS ACTION – November 15 – BEDFORD HOCKEY TOURNAMENT 

Under 10s   

A fantastic performance all round by the Tring U10s 

who went one better than last year and picked up a 

well-earned 2
nd

 place at the Bedford Tournament.  

Drawn in a group with Milton Keynes and Cambridge 

City 2s, it was important the team played well as a 

unit if they were going to do well and so they did! The 

first match against Bedford 1s was a solid display with 

Tring coming out on top 2-0 courtesy of goals from 

Jake Alderson and Clare Inglis. Another clean sheet 

against St. Ives (1-0) showed our strength at the back 

as Jessica Potts and Natasha Goodwyn dealt with 

any potential threats from the opposition and steered 

the ball back through an energetic midfield to our 

forward pair. Milton Keynes were next and yet again 

the defence stood firm and with Tring starting to use 

the width of the pitch to their advantage, Tring 

recorded their 3
rd

 win (2-0), again courtesy of Jake 

and Alastair Claringbold. Going into the final game 

against Cambridge, Tring only needed a draw for a 

place in the final. The boys and girls weren’t prepared 

to have their unbeaten run cut short and proceeded to 

work extremely hard for a 2-0 win, Jake and Clare 

scoring again, overall a great performance.  

In the final we knew we had our work cut out. Luton 

were drilled well and had been moving the ball about 

effortlessly against their pool sides. However, the 

Tring defence and midfield of Jessica, Natasha, Oliver 

Webb and Alastair produced their best display of the 

day and in effect cancelled out each and every Luton 

attack. This allowed Thomas Tribble, Jake and Clare 

to push forward and put pressure on the Luton 

defence. Goalless at full-time, extra time followed but 

the teams remained deadlocked. To penalty flicks, 

and a sterling effort by Jacob Matthews in goal kept 

Tring in the shoot-out but alas it wasn’t to be our 

day. The boys and girls should be very proud of their 

achievement and bodes well for the season ahead. 

We also entered another team which included some 

of our younger and newer players and they found 

themselves in a tough group. At times they played 

some good hockey and came close to getting results 

in two of their matches and so should benefit much 

from the experience. Particular mention must be 

made of Emily Hogan, who made some great passes 

from the back, Alex Walters who took up some great 

positions on the wing (when he was not heading the 

ball!), Caroline Kelly, who tackled fiercely and Felix 

Austen, who made some great saves in goal.  

Well done everyone!! 

 

Under 12s  

The Blue Squad were a little unlucky not to progress 

beyond the ‘Group of Death’ on Sunday. Having 

already been drawn in the smallest group – the very 

late withdrawal of Letchworth on Saturday evening 

meant that we could not afford to drop any points. 

Despite not having a recognised goalie (come back 

Ahmed – all is forgiven!) the day started well with a 1-

0 against the strong Cambridge City club. What a 

fabulous reverse stick finish from the top of the ‘D’ by 

Matt – dad was very impressed! At the back Emily, 

Amish and Conor ensured that Cambridge never 

looked likely to score. 

Next up was a very strong Peterborough side which 

featured two talented boys who stood out across the 

whole tournament. Although Peterborough pushed 

hard and made most of the running – again, the 

defence and midfield was gutsy and solid; with one 

particularly fine tackle by Amish standing out. In the 

middle Lizzie, James and Ellie all fought hard and 

towards the end Tring made Peterborough sweat with 

some half-chances that fell to Nick and Matt. 0-0 was 

a fair result but sadly Ellie had to retire injured. 

Unfortunately in the next game against Bedford, 

despite all the possession and excellent build-up play, 

we just could not finish. Lizzie and James created 

more width and despite taking up some good 

positions up front, Matt and Nick were unable to find 

the back of the net. Conor, Amish and Emily never 

looked like being troubled at the back and distributed 

the ball well to the wings. Another 0-0 was frustrating 

and ultimately our undoing. 

Despite watching Peterborough demolish Bedford 6-0 

Tring rallied to play their best hockey in the last game 

– a repeat tie against Bedford. One particularly 

memorable goal was a classic move from Conor at 

sweeper, wide to Nick who crossed superbly to Jess 

who was poaching at the far post for a simple tap in. 

3-moves from ‘D’ to ‘D’ - simple, beautiful hockey. 

Through some great energy in the middle from Lizzie 

and fine skills from James, Tring created the platform 

for two more goals from Matt and ‘Sniffer’ Jess. At the 

back we were so in control I think I even saw Amish 

having a sit down on the backboard in the sunshine! 

We finished second with 8 points from 4 games and 

no goals conceded. Well done to everyone and thank 

you to all the supporters who came along on the day. 

The Blue Squad: Amish Adhora, Matt Buckley, Conor 

Grant, Nick Attwood, James Layton, Jess Leedham, 

Lizzie Wood, Emily Clarke, Ellie McDonald 
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The Under 10s at Bedford on Sunday 

              

OUR TOP PLACED SIDES 

A league extract showing where our 3 top performing sides are placed in their respective leagues. In addition to these 

both the Ladies 3s and Supervets are sitting in 4
th
 position of their divisions also, so overall a very positive start 

across the club. Long may the good form continue.  

 

 MBBO Reg 2 Pl GD Pts   5CWHL Premier P GD Pts 

1 Wycombe 2 7 5 16  1 TRING 1 6 13 24 

2 TRING 1 7 -1 15  2 Shefford & Sandy 1 6 19 22 

3 Mill Hill 1 7 10 13  3 West Herts 2 6 3 14 

           

 5CWHL Div7          

1 TRING 4 5 -4 12       

2 Rothamsted 4 8 10       

3 Queenswood 3 2 12 8       
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Last Weekend’s Match Reports 

 

STILL TOP OF THE TREE 

Tring 1s 4-0 Bishops Stortford 2s  

After a treacherous journey to the pitch the girls were 

cold and wet but still managed to muster up the 

fighting spirit, determined not to become complacent 

given their current run of results. 

However, the awful weather conditions meant that the 

girls started the first half battling the wind, giving the 

incredibly fast paced forward line of Bishop Stortford 

the upper hand and keeping Tring on the back foot. 

Jess put in a great performance keeping several 

attempts at bay and Bishop Stortford failed to find the 

backboard.  

Tring weren't able to match the previous week's 

performance in the first half, but the second half was 

an improvement and having the wind behind them. 

Tring were able to move the ball around better, 

leading to Holly finding the goal and boosting the 

team’s confidence. A second controversial goal over 

the keeper left the team unsure whether to celebrate 

but eventually was allowed. The third goal came from 

an excellent run by Claire Forth, who was having a 

storming game, straight into D and placed the ball 

through the keepers’ legs. Tring put the final nail in 

the coffin with an excellent run along the base line by 

Vikki, whose push back into the D found Holly who 

coolly slotted the ball home for number 4. No man of 

the match given, but an excellent team performance 

from the girls who finally came together in the 2
nd

 half! 

ROYSTON WOE 

Tring 2s 1-2 Royston 2s 

On a very wet and windy Saturday the Tring Ladies 

faced Royston looking for that elusive 1
st
 win of the 

season. Tring started string well with some good 

passing play and possession in the Royston half of 

the pitch, which continued for a good percentage of 

the 1
st
 half.  The hard work of Tring midfield and 

forwards was rewarded with a goal set up by Emma B 

and converted by Tracey. The usual game of two 

halves saw Tring start strongly in the 2
nd

 with good 

possession in the Royston half of the pitch but on a 

break away Royston equalised. Tring came back hard 

but Royston forced a short corner and scored again. 

In the final 10 minutes of the game Tring tried every 

thing to equalise but alas the game ended 1 -2 to 

Royston. 

    
 

ALL THE 3s FOR THE 2s 

Tring 2s 3-3 Milton Keynes 3s 

Men's 2s had their normal open game against Milton Keynes, 3-3 draw. Didn't quite match our 8-5 win last year but 

we should have had more goals. With the wind on our backs in first half we started well and took an early lead when 

excellent work by Will Holderness in the MK "D" set up a chance for Whippet who finished well. Unfortunately despite 

playing well in patches we conceded possession too easily at times and MK levelled the score before half time. 

Playing straight in to horizontal rain for the second half certainly didn't help our cause but the pace of Doodson down 

the right led to a breakaway goal which Dave Jones put home. MK continued to press however and equalised again 

from a short corner. The half continued to be end to end but MK created very few chances whilst we looked by far the 

more dangerous. We went ahead for a third time with another breakaway goal this time, Dave Jones returning the 

favour setting up Jack Doodson to score. All three points looked ours but with very little time left and slowness to 

react to a quick MK free hit let them in to equalise yet again.  

A frustrating game that we should have won but the team’s improvement continues and once we stop giving the ball 

away so often we will soon start to climb the table in what is a pretty close division. 
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 ‘ZAG’ BAGS 3 AND GUIDES VETS 

TO 3 POINTS 

Vets 4-1 Cheam Clarets 

The Vets made the long trip to South London in pretty 

terrible weather conditions and a more truncated than 

usual warm-up routine was had as everyone tried to 

huddle under the one shelter available! Nevertheless 

the Vets were in buoyant mood with ‘Captain’ Zagni 

re-joining the Vets ranks and Chappers flying in 

especially for the match!  

As the wind and rain reached it stormy peak, the 

umpires got the game underway and unlike last week, 

the Vets immediately poured forward and had Cheam 

well and truly on the back foot. The midfield grouping 

of Chappers, Beast and Gary worked a treat 

controlling the play and feeding Nick Zagni who 

worked tirelessly throughout ploughing a lonely furrow 

up-front. Prepared to run and take on defenders, Nick 

was pulling the Cheam defence all over and was 

unlucky not too bag early on. However his reward 

soon came, scoring 2 goals in a minute at the half 

way stage of the 1
st
 half. Beast converted a third soon 

after and the Vets were in total control, even the rain 

had stopped. Cheam had their danger players but 

with everything being funnelled down the middle, 

where Tring dominated, they created few chances. 

Nevertheless Brendan pulled out one superb save to 

keep the score at 3nil as the half time whistle went.  

Into the second half, and as expected, Tring slightly 

lifted their foot off the gas-pedal. Cheam worked their 

way forwards and forced Tring into a number of 

defensive measures. Still however, Cheam were not 

using their flanks and this helped Tring counter. Nick 

was still pretty much alone up-front but he held the 

ball up well and helped relieve some of the pressure 

on the Tring defence at critical moments. Cheam did 

sneak a goal back with some un-customary (for this 

game) sloppy defending but Tring quickly restored the 

3 goal lead with Nick again popping up. To the end 

the Vets continued attacking and whilst too many 

numbers were maybe committed too far up field at 

times, the defence were kept busy throughout with 

Brendan making two critical saves to keep the score 

at 4-1.  

 

 

BICESTER FIGHTING TALK 

Tring 3s 0-0 Bicester 3s 

Tring made the trek to Bicester confident of victory 

after their win last week against high-flying Wycombe, 

despite the hat-trick hero from that day nursing a thigh 

injury which was to limit his participation. Bicester 

were a couple of places below Tring in the table with 

just one win this season. After the early exchanges 

Tring's confidence seemed well founded. Bicester 

were a competitive but limited side. Michael Turnbull 

would say too competitive after receiving an elbow to 

the face early in the half and continued threatened 

violence against him from a man in his late 20s, 

charming!! Tring were playing well but in truth lacked 

the energy from the previous match. Half chances 

were coming and going but the final touch was just 

lacking. The match day squad of 14 perhaps wasn't 

helping as Tring struggled to maintain momentum and 

despite dominating possession the half finished 0-0.  

The second half saw renewed vigour, there were 

some particularly good moves down both wings, but 

the ball refused to end up in the net. The Bicester 

goalie was having a fine match - rescuing his team on 

several occasions. Finally the ball ended up in the 

back of the net, a shot from the edge of the D was 

going wide until it struck the defenders foot and 

looped into the back of the net. Sadly the opposition 

umpire didn't see it that way, and as the Bicester 

defender refused to own up, gave a 16 yard for a foot 

from the unfortunate David Bonner. Bicester were 

temporarily reduced to ten men midway through the 

second half as umpire Tim Wilson had seen one 

scything tackle too many. Even against ten men Tring 

couldn't convert pressure into goals but with five 

minutes remaining we finally seemed to have our 

reward. A short corner was stopped on the line by a 

Bicester foot and a flick was awarded. Tom Burrows 

was quick to volunteer and seemed confident as he 

strode up to take it. Sadly the flick won't live long in 

anyone's memories (except perhaps to give young 

Tom nightmares) as it slowly trickled towards the 

goal. It may have eventually reached its intended 

target but we'll never know as the keeper booted it to 

safety. With time ticking down and Tring poring 

forward to get the goal, Bicester had their one 

chance, thankfully the ball flashed across goal and 

wide of Bess' post. Final score 0-0 and definitely a 

case of two points dropped.  
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FRUSTRATION AS WYCOMBE GAIN A TRING REVENGE 

Developments 1-5 Wycombe 6s 

On a wet and windy Saturday morning, the development squad welcomed Wycombe to Halton. There are days when 

Tring’s strength (youth and pace) can easily unsettle an opposing team when it is based more on experience (i.e. 

pedestrian) than youth. Wycombe were just that, but with many regulars dropping down from the 5
th

 XI that played in 

the division higher, this Wycombe side knew each other well and played well as a unit.  

The conditions were a big leveler. On a fairly wet surface and with more rain coming down, Tring’s passing game was 

wayward and despite some enterprising attacks they were soon undone. However, the scoreline does not reflect the 

commitment shown. 

The first half saw Wycombe take a two goal lead, however Tring were creating chances and should have taken 

something into the break. The second half saw Tring come out of the blocks quickly, with Andy netting from a short 

corner, 2-1 and game on surely. Sadly not, Wycombe started to gain the upper hand and Tring’s attacks started to 

lack intent while the defence came under constant pressure and allowed 3 more goals in. This was a difficult game 

and despite the commitment from the squad had an unjust score line. We look forward to getting something back on 

the away fixture! 

 

Andy Aiken controlling midfield, as Nobby & Dudley watch on.

Thatôs all folks 

 

TRING HOCKEY CLUB  
 


