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 Tring Hockey Club Newsletter  

All the latest news and results From the Home of hockey in Herts. 

                                 Issue 13 – 4th December, 2009 

Contact: - wallim3@hotmail.com            

Saturday 28th November Results 

TRING MENS   OPPONENTS  TRING MENS   OPPONENTS 

1st XI W2-1 Bracknell 1  Developments L1-2 Sonning 5 

Hyde, Kavanagh     Cobby   

            

2nd XI W5-1 Wallingford 2  Veterans L0-9 Sevonoaks Shadows 

Pert (2), Jones,           

 Doodson, Smith            

3rd XI L0-2 OMT 3  Super Vets L2-5 Indian Gyms 

      No scorers    

             

TRING LADIES   OPPONENTS     

1st XI L2-3 Shefford 1  3rd XI D1-1 Shefford 4 

Wrench, Glover     Kearvall    

            

2nd XI W3-2 St Albans 4  4th XI L0-4 Bedford 5 

Brown (2), Skells    Prentice, K Hart    

            
              

Where to catch the action this weekend – 5th December 

Saturday H   Opponents Venue Pushback 

Mens 1 H L Rover Oxford 2 RAF Halton 1200 

Mens 2 A L Amersham 3 Newlands Park Astro, Chalfont 1630 

Mens 3 H L Aylesbury 4 Tring School 1645 

Developments A L Rover Oxford 
Hamsters 

Headington School OX3 7TD 1500 

Veterans H L St Albans Emperors RAF Halton 1030 

Supervets H L Richmond Rogues Tring School 1515 

      

Ladies 1 A L Leighton Buzzard 2 Leon School, Bletchley 1130 

Ladies 2 H L Shefford & Sandy 3 Tring School 1345 

Ladies 3 H L West Herts 4 RAF Halton 1630 

Ladies 4 A L Hertford 4 Tba Tba 

              

 

mailto:wallim3@hotmail.com
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England’s Hockey Matches Live Online All This Week 

Some of you may have already noticed, but from last Saturday Sky & EHL have been screening the England‟s men 

Hockey team in live action from the ABN AMRO Champions tournament in Melbourne, Australia.  

The tournament began with Germany v England on Saturday morning and will also see England play Spain, 

Australia, the Netherlands and Korea between last Saturday and Sunday 6 December. 

The England Hockey Board (EHB) has paid for a number of elements of this coverage in an effort to give as many 

people as possible the opportunity to follow the team. 

Live Online Streaming (UK Only) 

The EHB has invested in live online streaming of every England match in Australia.  To watch the matches live online 

visit www.englandhockey.co.uk/livehockey 

Matches on Demand 

If you miss the matches live, or just fancy watching them again, EHTV will have each and every one of England‟s 

Champions Trophy matches available to watch on demand. Just go to www.englandhockey.co.uk/ehtv after each 

game. There will be a delay of approximately five hours in getting these online while our EHTV hosts receive them 

from the production company and upload. 

Sky Sports 

Sky Sports are screening one hour highlights programmes covering all of England‟s Champions Trophy matches on 

its Sports Channel network. The remaining highlights programme schedule is as follows, noting the schedule is 

subject to change at short notice by Sky. 

Match - Date - Programme Starts - Channel 

England v Netherlands - 03/12/2009 - 18:00 - Sky Sports 2 Digital 

England v Netherlands - 04/12/2009 - 00:00 - Sky Sports Xtra 

England v Netherlands - 04/12/2009 - 10:30 - Sky Sports Xtra 

England v Korea - 05/12/2009 - 17:30 - Sky Sports 2 Digital 

England v Korea - 06/12/2009 - 04:00 (tbc) - Sky Sports 2 Digital 

Classification Match - 06/12/2009 - 17:00 - Sky Sports Xtra 

Classification Match - 07/12/2009 - 02:00 (tbc) - Sky Sports Xtra 

Classification Match - 07/12/2009 - 08:00 - Sky Sports 3 Digital 

Classification Match - 07/12/2009 - 11:00 - Sky Sports Xtra 

Classification Match - 07/12/2009 - 15:00 - Sky Sports Xtra 

In addition you can follow additional add-on broadcasts such as live interviews and personal diaries from the players 

via the EHL website who are running ipadio phonecasts, the BBC website is running blogs and video diaries and of 

course Twitter by searching “EnglandHockey”.  

              

 

http://www.englandhockey.co.uk/livehockey
http://www.englandhockey.co.uk/ehtv
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Last Weekend’s Match Reports 

 

THE ULTIMATE MATCH OR A STEP TOO FAR 

Ladies 1s v Shefford & Sandy 1s L3-2 

There was something in the air before the girls took to the pitch this week–the mood was tense as everyone 

contemplated the most important game of the season so far.  

Whilst we all wanted to win, there was no doubt the pressure got to us in the first half which led to Shefford taking the 

early lead. Poor Tash took a ball to the face meaning a quick restructure of the team and confusion over man marking 

which Shefford took full advantage of and strengthened their attack. Tring‟s consistently strong defence held off 

several attempts at goal and kept the score line at 2-0. At half time – the girls had a stern word with themselves, 

which seemed to have the desired effect, and eventually the girls started to play as a team, showing trust and 

confidence in each other.  

A mouthy umpire as supplied by the away team made the game difficult to say the least –his patronising dulcet tones 

were channelled into an impressive strike from Holly which gave the team a massive boost. Great passing through 

the middle and around the back found Crab who played brilliantly, providing attack after attack in the second half from 

the right hand side. Tring seemed to have Shefford on the back foot, who slowly became irate and erratic, giving 

away the ball in their own half.  After several short corners, Jenny scored a blinder bringing the results level to 2-2. 

Tring just needed to hold it together for the last part of the game.   

Then, when we thought the umpire couldn‟t get more ridiculous he sent an innocent Tash off the pitch for requesting 

her team get on with the game. With one man down, Shefford seized the opportunity, winning a short corner and 

ultimately the game with a final drag flick which tucked right into the top left hand corner.  

Man of the match deservedly went to Vikki who is a consistently strong player week after week – even if she did 

upset the sensitive umpire who was sad she didn‟t want to hear his words of wisdom! I also want to give a special 

mention to Tash who received man of the match the week before in the game vs Broxbourne for her excellent 

defending, keeping the forward line well away from our D!  

Whilst the girls felt deflated and hard done by at the end of the game, they showed another excellent performance in 

the second half, pulling together as a team as they always do when its needed most- I suspect the pent up 

aggression will be taken out on poor Leighton Buzzard next week!!  And there‟s always the return match! (BB) 

ANOTHER RED LETTER DAY 

Ladies 2s v St Albans 4s W3-2  

The Ladies travelled for a night push back at St Albans. After last weeks success in changed kit, the ladies added a 

hint of red to bring them luck and went into battle. 

From the first push back Tring showed St Albans that they meant business and from the 1
st
 short corner of the game 

a strike from Emma B gained the first goal with only 2 minutes gone. From the push back Tring came out strong and 

pushed towards the St Albans goal again. With an excellent run from Zoë the ball entered the D and after some well 

worked passing Zoë struck home for the goal no.2, only 4 minutes on the clock.  St Albans looked shell shocked and 

thought this couldn‟t continue but they were very wrong! Again the Ladies pushed forwards and with Emma B on the 

ball we couldn‟t go wrong and again we scored a third with on 7 minutes.  After this fast and frenetic part of the game 

both teams settled down to some ordinary hockey with St Albans trying to get past the Tring defence but with no 

success and the half ended with Tring up 3 nil. 

Tring came out in the 2
nd

 half to hold their lead and looked to add more goals. St Albans weren‟t going to make this 

easy for Tring and came back with a goal 10 minutes from the restart. Tring had several short corners but could not 

add to their tally and with 10 minutes to go St Albans can back with a second goal. In the dying minutes of the game 

St Albans were looking for the equaliser and Tring worked hard to hold out the advancing forwards.  The final whistle 

came and Tring recorded a 2
nd

 consecutive win and will look to add that „lucky‟ flash of red again next week!! (KH) 
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ANOTHER LEARNING DAY! 

Ladies 4s v Bedford 5s L0-4 

The Ladies 4 set out for Bedford where we lost both times last season but were full of optimism and prepared to do 

their best, despite not having Rachel or Liz due to injury. 

Bedford were much stronger, but Tring put up a good effort in the first half with excellent performances from Katy, 

Cath, Becky, Hannah, Christina, and Molly up front and Harriette, Amy, Megan and Kate in defence. Bedford had 

some fierce attempts at goal which were deflected by Phoebe and Tring attacked well but the much needed goal was 

not to be. Molly and Ruth tackled hard and nearly managed to get a goal but we went into half time goalless. Out to 

the second half to try again but sadly despite some renewed attempts at goal from Hannah and Katy and some great 

running from Megan and Kate Hedge, Tring conceded three goals in a short space of time making it impossible with 5 

minutes to go to get back again.  

Disheartened but prepared to try again in the New Year, we prepare ourselves for our last Match of 2009 next week 

in Hertford. Good luck to Cath Hart who is undergoing knee surgery on the 3
rd

 – but in true form is planning to take up 

her deck chair and will come support us from the sidelines next week!! (FT) 

 

In the day’s other match, a Charlotte Kearval strike secured a 1-1 draw with Shefford 4s for the third team. 

              

    
 

SHARP’S TROOPS KEEP BATTLING 

Men’s 2
nd

 XI v Wallingford W5-1 

Despite the disappointing 4-3 loss from the previous week, Tring arrived at Halton for this cold early start in good 

humour and were raring to go. We fielded an attacking side full of pace up front (and Mr Floppy!). The early 

exchanges were reasonably even with both sides looking dangerous going forward. It was Tring however, who drew 

first blood with Nick Smith using his pace and skill down the right to weave his way from the half way line into the ”D” 

where he drew the keeper and slipped the ball to Jonesy who swept the ball home. 

Wallingford tried to draw level with good movement from their pacey forwards causing a few headaches for the Tring 

back 4. However, we managed to keep them out only for the Tring midfield and forwards to extend our lead with 

Russell Pert continuing his good recent scoring record (we won‟t mention last weeks attempted flick!). 

The half continued end to end and eventually a slight mix up between keeper and defender left Wallingford with a 

goal. This only spurred us on and a solid Chappers tackle, followed by a good through ball, sent Russell in for his 

second and 3-1 to Tring at half time. 

The first half was close, but Tring came out after the break and started to play some really good hockey. The back 4 

got to grips with the Wallingford attack with only a Chuckle Brothers impression from the Head „father and son‟ combo 

causing any early problems. It was Nick Smith again who set up the next goal a good pass from Cannon set him off 

down the right again and his cross this time found Jack Doodson who calmly slotted home. Tring continued to 

dominate and Nick got the goal he deserved when he ran on to a perfectly weighted pass from Will Holderness and 

fired the ball into the bottom corner to give the Wallingford GK no chance. A fine win which we can hopefully build on 

and continue our climb up the table. (RS)  
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COBBY STRIKES IN VAIN 

Sonning 2-1 Developments 

This was a frustrating affair and if ever there was a case of three points dropped, this was it. The first half was a case 

of Tring on the attack and not much else, with a side on paper that could and should have put Sonning to the sword. 

The usual contingent of sprightly youth was subsidized by the experience of Cobby, Nobby and the Animal, with 

Geoff and Chris Hartley offering stiff resistance in defence. 

The opening exchanges included several one on ones with the Sonning keeper who would have put a salmon to 

shame with his acrobatic saves, defying Tring. In the end, Cobby with his back to goal was able to turn and tuck the 

ball between his legs to ensure Tring went into the half time break with the advantage at 1-0. 

At the half time break, whilst Sonning pepped up on Weetabix or something similar, Tring decided that Sonnings 

jugular was exposed, subbing off Geoff and the Animal and looking to coast the second half. Sadly Sonning were fully 

charged and came at Tring hard, getting their two goals that would decide the game. Tring huffed and puffed and 

came close to creating the chance for an equalizer but it was not to be. A disappointing game for Tring 

Developments, but there are some positives (it didn‟t rain and the match teas were good). (DT) 

MAX & PADDY’S THE ROAD TO NOWHERE TOUR 

Vets v Sevenoaks Shadows L9-0 

It was over the Dartford Crossing and the 75 miles to Sevenoaks for the Vets this weekend, to one of the far flung 

outpost of the London Vets League! Unfortunately it is a trip that will not go down in the annals of Tring‟s history. 

Sevenoaks is apparently famous for being the setting of the oldest cricket ground in England with a game first played 

in 1734, and apparently is notable for being the first place to play the game with 3 stumps. The after game teas were 

hosted in the pavilion which was a delight in terms of stepping back into yester year, who knows WG Grace may well 

have supped tea in the very same bar! It has one of the oldest secular schools in England founded in 1432 and as 

you can imagine the town is named after a small Saxon church surrounded by 7 oaks, but no more after the 87 gale! 

Our venue was the Wildnernesse School who it apparently counts as amongst its former pupils that great England 

footballer John Salako, actor Jerome Flynn from Soldier, Soldier (who?) &, my particular favourite, Anton Du Beke of 

Strictly fame, wow! The hockey club has similar Dutch links to Tring and also boasts a long heritage, being formed in 

1911. They host 2 vets sides, the Shadows & Old Oaks, akin to our Vets & Supervets.  

A little intelligence that may have been useful before arriving was the Shadows description of themselves from their 

website – “Consisting of players between 40-50yrs, all of us have represented the club(s), county(s) and country(s) at 

higher levels and are now keen to play competitive, but hopefully more socialable hockey against like minded 

fellows”. Not long after our 9 nil drubbing their lynchpin was recognised as Paddy Osbourne, a National League 

Hockey „hall of famer‟ and reputably its all time top goal scorer! If only we had known that before, Beast! (NJW) 

 

In the days other games our Men’s 1s won a fifth consecutive game beating Bracknell away 2-1and maintaining the 

pressure on league leaders Wycombe. The 3s lost 2 nil at OMT, while the Super Vets also lost, 5-2 in a bad 

tempered match at Indian Gymkhana.  

              

Up and Coming Social and Fundraising Events 

12th December ς Club Social ς Christmas Fancy Dress Disco 

ΨCŀƴŎȅ 5ǊŜǎǎ ƛǎ ŎƻƳǇǳƭǎƻǊȅΩ 

Tickets are £5 ς see your captains or Sam Payne 

 

 

31st January - Comedy Club Night 
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TRING SPORTING PREDICTION CHALLLENGE 2010  

Gareth Darby is once again running the Tring Sporting Prediction Challenge for 2010. This is a fundraiser for the 

clubhouse and profits from the 2010 competition will be going towards funding a new flat screen TV for it. 

Again entry is just £5 and there are 43 events to predict for the coming year.  Across the following 2 pages you will 

find an entry form along with details of where to send it to. Guidance notes for the 2010 Sporting Prediction 

Competition are available. Please email Gareth, details below, for a copy. Please feel free to circulate the forms 

amongst your friends and work colleagues so we can get as many entrants as possible.  

Entries must be received by 24th December. All forms should be returned, along with your entry fee, to: - 

G Darby 3 Wingrave Road, Tring, Herts HP23 5EZ. 

Any cheques should be made payable to Mr G Darby. 

Good luck and Gareth looks forward to receiving your entry. 

  

 
That’s all folks 

 

TRING HOCKEY C LUB 
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TRING SPORTING PREDICTION CHALLLENGE 2010: Entry £5 – Closing date 24
th

 Dec  

  FOOTBALL     

1 PREMIERSHIP     

2 CHAMPIONSHIP     

3 LEAGUE 1     

4 LEAGUE 2     

5 CONFERENCE     

6 CHAMPIONS LEAGUE     

7 EUROPA LEAGUE     

8 F A CUP      

9 AFRICAN CUP OF NATIONS     

10 WORLD CUP     

  RUGBY UNION     

11 SIX NATIONS     

12 TRI NATIONS     

13 HEINEKEN CUP     

14 GUINNESS PREMIERSHIP     

15 MAGNERS LEAGUE     

16 SUPER 14'S     

  RUGBY LEAGUE     

17 SUPER LEAGUE     

18 CHALLENGE CUP     

  GOLF     

19 OPEN CHAMPIONSHIP     

20 U S OPEN     

21 US MASTERS     

22 US PGA     

23 RYDER CUP EUROPE POINTS     

24 EURO TOUR ORDER OF MERIT WINNER     

  TENNIS - WIMBLEDON     

25 MENS SINGLES     

26 WOMENS SINGLES     

27 DAVIS CUP     

  COMMENWEALTH GAMES     

28 NUMBER OF BRITISH GOLDS     

29 COMMONWEALTH HOCKEY (MEN)     

  MOTOR SPORT     

30 F1 CHAMPION     

31 BRITISH GRAND PRIX WINNER     

32 MOTO GP CHAMPION 500 CC     

  CRICKET     

33 WORLD CUP 20 20     

34 IPL     

35 COUNTY CHAMPIONS DIV 1     

36 COUNTY CHAMPIONS DIV 2     

37 20/20 DOMESTIC CUP     

  DARTS     

38 PDC WORLD CHAMPION     

  AMERICAN FOOTBALL     

39 SUPERBOWL WINNERS     

  SNOOKER     



Tring Hockey Club Newsletter 

WWW.TRINGHOCKEYCLUB.ORG 

8 

40 WORLD CHAMPION     

  CYCLING     

41 TOUR DE FRANCE WINNER     

  AUSSIE RULES FOOTBALL     

42 GRAND FINAL WINNERS     

  THE BOAT RACE     

43 OXFORD OR CAMBRIDGE     

NAME:   
Please e-mail your entry to garethdarby@btopenworld.com, sending a 

cheque for your entry to 3 Wingrave Road, Tring, Herts .HP23 5EZ.Please 
make cheques payable to G R Darby.  E MAIL:   

Full guidance on the Sporting Predictions 2010 runners and riders is available from the Gareth - his 

details are in the box above.    

 


