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Saturday 5™ December Results

TRING MENS OPPONENTS TRING MENS OPPONENTS
1st XI 3-0 Rover Oxford 2 Developments L1-3 Rover Oxford Hamsters
Hyde, Kavanagh Thompson
Lymon
2nd XI W2-1 A&CS3 Veterans LO-7 St Albans Emperors
Elliott (2)
3rd X D3-3 Aylesbury 4 Super Vets W3-1 Richmond Rogues
Walton, Kerr Gillett (2), Stokes
Bonner
TRING LADIES OPPONENTS
1st XI W8-2 L Buzzard 2 3rd XI LO-4  West Herts 4
Capstick, Glover,
Wrench, Bennett,
Humpbhriss, OG
2nd XI LO-1  Shefford 3 4th XI L1-3  Hertford 4
Hart (K)

HA Over 40s Plate Competition 1°' Round
Veterans 1-0 Letchworth
Beast

Where to catch the action this weekend — 12" December

_I H Opponents Venue Pushback
Mens 1 A | L | Ramgarhia 1 Featherstone HS, Southall UB2 5HF 1400
Mens 2 H | L | Phoenix & Ranelagh RAF Halton 1200
Mens 3 H | L | Wallingford 4 RAF Halton 1030
Developments A | L | Abingdon 3 Tilsley Park, Abingdon 1330
Veterans No game
Supervets H | L | Staines Tring School 1045
Ladies 1 H | L | Vauxhall Chiltern 1 Tring School 1215
Ladies 2 A | L | Aylesbury 2 Meadowcroft 1230
Ladies 3 A | L | Queenswood 2 Queenswood Sch, Brookmans AL9 6NS 1100
Ladies 4 No game
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CARD WARS - THE UMPIRE STRIKES BACK sl lIFs

| can’t deny it, before a bad back ended my playing days | used to give umpires a hard time for decisions | disagreed
with. Having gone over to the Dark Side, | now see things rather differently. Watching the rugby yesterday, | was
paying as much attention to the referee as to the play, and marvelled at how he controlled 30 men twice his size and
fired up with adrenaline. Contrast that with football where players are in the referees face at every significant
decision. | was astonished at the fuss made over Alex Ferguson questioning a referee’s fitness recently, when | have
heard a number of Premiership managers all but calling referees a cheat, and at least biased, with no sanction at all.

Judging by the number of phone calls and e-mails | get every week, there seems to be a particular shortage of
umpires this year. Perhaps the new rules have put some people off, or maybe they are trying to avoid the sort of
comments that appeared in the Ladies’ first team match report last week. Why spend your Saturday afternoon
standing on a cold wet pitch to risk being branded ‘mouthy and patronising’, and then be snubbed in the bar
afterwards?

Their umpire may not have been very good, or perhaps he was having an off day - players and officials both have
them. | am however quite sure he was doing his best. Did any of the Tring side miss a tackle, or mess up a pass? Of
course they did, and umpires too will get it wrong sometimes. | am not shy with the cards, but | have never sent
anyone off for a single remark. | have however been subjected to a constant low level barrage of comments at every
decision, until there was just one too many. If it was misheard or misinterpreted it, well tough, they should have kept
quiet earlier. If it hadn’t been that occasion it would have been the next. Think how you would feel if the umpires kept
up a running commentary on your play!

| hope the teams that regularly criticise umpires in their match reports were well represented at the recent umpiring
courses. If more players umpired it would help stop hockey descending to the level of football. | am sure none of us
wants to see that.

Dave Sculfor

U14 COLT ACTION - U14 Girls Home Counties League - Sunday 6th December.
Tring 0-5 Amersham and Chalfont

Following the flooding of the previous week and abandoned matches it was good that at 10am the sun was out and
the girls ready to play. Under the management of Rachel Chaplin due to Cath being incapacitated, the girls took to
the pitch in true Tring style.

We welcomed Libby Marsden to our goal as GK and Frankie Wright for her debut match. The first 20 minutes went
well. Lots of good play from both sides saw a number of saved short corners at both ends and the defence of Milly,
Ruth, Amy and Harriette holding well. Both teams were well matched and the game had a good feel to it. A&C took
the lead through a scrappy short corner that didn't get cleared and within moments scored a second from a terrific
reverse sweep shot taking all by surprise. Not to be outdone Livvy played some beautiful balls across to Megan out
on the left wing and supported well by Molly. We had a number of one on ones but no goal scored. A&C then broke
and put a third away.

At half time the team talk was positive and the girls were enjoying the game. Hannah came off unwell leaving
Rachel, Olivia and Frankie to try and drive down the right. A number of chances were made by Tring but the finish
was just never there. A&C on the other hand took their chances well and slotted two further goals home despite Libby
saving several. It was good that Tring made the opposition keeper work and got round the defence regularly....we just
need to practice the finish.

Overall this was a good display from Tring and a big well done to the manager Rachel for her efforts, ably assisted by
Amanda, Dinah and Pip. A thank you also went to Andy and Tracey for umpiring. The Players player went to Mighty
Meg and the Managers Player to Ruth. Let's build on this for next Sunday. Cath Hart
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U12 Girls = Bucks Mini Tournament
Played 4 - W3 L1 - Goals For 10, Goals Against 3

This was the girl's first outing in the Bucks Mini
League - and they proudly put down a marker for
Tring Junior Hockey. First up was Aylesbury 1s. Tring
started slowly with only 6 on the pitch at the whistle -
and a new goalie (Jess) to boot. Aylesbury made the
most of our sluggishness with a well taken early goal.
But Lizzie and Emily soon pushed forward and with
Rebecca supporting well from the back Tring started
to dominate. Ellie arrived to bring us up to full strength
and with seven on the pitch Tring started to dominate
possession and territory. At the back Annie and Ellie
were strong - whilst Rebecca pushed forward on the
right to add more venom to the attack. A super strike
from Emily levelled the scores and quickly after a
clean finish from Claudia made it 2-1. Tring stayed in
the Aylesbury half for the remainder of the game - and
despite several penalty corners and shots, the
excellent Aylesbury keeper ensured it stayed until the
final whistle.

Next up were the mighty Wycombe 1s. The girls
seemed collectively worried about one of the
Wycombe girls - and this sense of fear gripped them
for much of the game when instead they should have
got on with their own game. In fact Tring pushed very
hard from the off and went tearing in to Wycombe -
but the Swans defence was pretty solid. Wycombe
moved the ball out of defence well to the flanks and
despite some good covering tackles by Emily,
Lizzie and Rebecca - Wycombe moved the ball down
the right flank to 'you-know-who' and she smashed a
cross to the far post where their striker calmly swept
the ball past the helpless Jess in goal. Not to be
perturbed Tring pushed even harder - with Annie
making some great stops at the back she distributed
well to the wide players, Claudia and Rebecca, and
there was a concerted spell of pressure around the
Wycombe 'D'. Emily pelted one shot tantalisingly
wide but again the Wycombe defence held firm.
Toward the end - with Tring piling forward - a long
clearance from the back found 'you-know-who' who
managed to win a penalty corner. She then struck
slightly luckily from the top of the 'D' with the ball
bouncing down into the ground and then up & over
Jess' outstretched stick. End of the match and
Wycombe had avenged their defeat to us in the
Bedford tournament earlier in the year. Roll on 2010!

Then it was onto Milton Keynes. The girl's were not to
feel down and stormed out at the whistle to put MK

under intense pressure. It remained this way pretty
much all game and it was not long before Emily had
notched her first of four goals in the game. Move
over Rooney - here's a late shout for South Africa
next year! With the spring in their step - Lizzie,
Claudia, Rebecca and Emily frankly terrorised the MK
goal (and goalie). MK were reduced to hurried
clearances to their forwards including a young lad (?!)
who must be thinking how much easier it is to
play with the other boys after Annie had picked his
pocket so many times. | have to say Annie's defence
and more so her distribution from the back was terrific
to see from the youngest player on the team. 4-0 to
Tring was the final result. After the final whistle the
MK coach reckoned we were the best team they had
played all year and wondered how long our girl's had
been playing together. If only she knew it was our first
tournament together!

And so lastly it was onto Buckingham, our hosts.
Some old rivalries here amongst the Baker family so
Emily was keen to add to her tally of goals.
Buckingham proved resilient and skilful and for the
first five minutes the game swung in the balance. At
the back, Ellie and Annie proved to be strong and
distributed well. In the middle Lizzie and Rebecca
worked tirelessly and up front Claudia and Emily were
starting to look menacing. A quick break from Emily,
round two players and shot into the corner got us off
the mark, oh how the Bakers cheered! That seem to
knock the stuffing out of Buckingham - and the girls
quickly piled back on the pressure. Three more goals
from Rebecca (x2) and Lizzie (x1) sealed another
emphatic 4-0 win. In the final few minutes the
Buckingham attack had suddenly sparked up and
pressured the Tring goal but to the coach’s delight the
new goalie actually listened to his advice, came off
her line, made herself 'big" and made two excellent
clearances. She also committed to going in goal again
(as long as she gets to keep the new kit and the
chocolate keeps coming) - oh happy days, we've
found a keeper.

Talking of new kit, our thanks must go to Simon Webb
& Tom Elliott for organising 2 new GK kits for our
juniors. This stuff is not cheap but is absolutely
necessary for the all the kids to have fun safely.

Overall a great day out - with some really excellent
hockey played. Once again, against some 'big' clubs
Tring proved more than a match. Roll on the next
tournament.

Happy Xmas everyone, Matt
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Last Weekend’s Match Reports

COUNTIES

WOMEN'S HOCKEY LEAGUE

THE 1s ARE BACK TO WINNING WAYS
Tring 1s v Leighton Buzzard — W 8-2

After last week’s defeat, the girls were ready to take
some frustration out on Leighton. However, with the
majority of the regular defensive line unavailable, it
seemed like a difficult task. But with players stepping
up to plate by stepping back into defence, the team
held it together defensively, building confidence
throughout the midfield and front line.

From the start, Leighton weren’t the weak team Tring
had expected, which took them by surprise. But after
the first ten minutes, the girls picked up the pace and
created some lovely play, passing the ball around and
switching the ball round the back. Leighton’s set play
to ping the ball down field to their key runner meant
their game was easy to read and Tash picked up the
runner every time. Tring started to take charge of the
game and finished the first half 2 up.

With the second half playing away from the sun and
downhill, the girls took full advantage of Leighton’s
weakening defence, piling on the pressure with attack
after attack. Leighton barely got the ball out of their
half. Goals came from Holly Glover, Becky Capstick,
Jenny Wrench, Lissa Humphris and Bryony Bennett —
showing a real team effort upfront. A slight wobble
from Tring in the second half meant the girls
conceded two goals, but overall the girls were
pleased with the win, which was certainly deserved.

A special thanks to the girls who stepped up in this
week's game -Lissa Humphris playing in the
unknown quarters of right back, Sarah Stevens, who

L)

SOuUTH
HOCKEY
LEAGUE

Men’s Reports Follow...

claimed not to be able to defend but did an amazing
job at left back, and Emma Brown who is now paying
for her sins as left half!!!

HONOURS ARE SO NEARLY EVEN
Tring 2s v Shefford and Sandy 3s — L0-1
This week the Ladies hosted Shefford and Sandy,

who are top of the table, and were looking for another
excellent performance and of course a win!

Both teams were determined from the start and
neither team wanted to be the first to concede. With
some excellent passing and defensive hockey, the
Ladies kept S&S at bay and even tried their luck at
the S&S goal. However after 20 minutes S&S had a
lucky break and scored. Tring came back strong in
the remaining quarter of an hour of the first half but
were not able to find a way through to the S&S goal.

Realizing that S&S would come out hard to add to
their lead, Tring staunchly defended and weathered
the early barrage. Hazel prevented one ball from
crossing the line with a goal line clearance following
one particular Shefford attack. Tring also continued to
attack the S&S goal and created a number of their
own chances but alas the S&S defence were holding
firm and were not going to let us through. So despite
a strong performance from everyone, the final score
was 1 nil to Shefford in this tight encounter. (KH)

Hig.gins LONDON HOCKEY LEAGUE
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BEN’S TEAM TALK INSPIRES 3s TO A DRAW
Tring 3s v Aylesbury 4s D3-3

Tring started 1 place above Aylesbury and were
looking forward to turning their recent good play into
goals and hopefully a win. Tring started well, forcing
Aylesbury back into their half. However when
possession was lost Aylesbury broke quickly and
scored easily against a non-existent Tring defence. 2
minutes later it looked as if no lessons had been
learnt as Aylesbury again had the ball in the back of
the net, thankfully the ball had been struck from
outside the D (though how anyone can tell on the
abomination that is the Tring School astro | really
don't know). An expletive filled volley of tactical
suggestions from the captain suggesting that not all
10 outfield players should push up in one go seemed
to shake Tring into some kind of response and for the
rest of the half they were the better team but once
again the lack of cutting edge was their downfall. Half-
time Tring O Aylesbury 1.

After an inspirational team talk (honest guv). Tring
again started brightly and finally got their names on
the score sheet, James Kerr pushed out to Greg
Walton who struck cleanly into the keeper's bottom
right hand corner to level the scores. The lead was to
last barely 2 minutes, Aylesbury winning a short
corner of their own, play seemed to have broken
down but Tring failed to clear the ball further than the
just outside the 25 and Aylesbury's high-pitched
young right winger was left free to square the ball to
his centre-forward for an easy tap-in and another soft
goal conceded. Tring weren't to be bowed down and
good play from Michael Turnbull, James Davies and
David Bonner was beginning to tell on the Aylesbury
defence. Tring worked the ball down the left hand side
through Ed Lewis and James Kerr, before it was
pulled back outside the D to Ben Holman who looked
up and fired the ball into a large gap in the centre of
the defence. James had continued his run and got a
slight touch to deflect it past the keeper and to make it
2-2. With 10 minutes to go Tring got their noses in
front, the ball was crossed from the left from Michael
and David Bonner popped up at the back post to tap-
in for a 3-2 lead. Tring were unable to hold on,
Aylesbury scoring from a short corner and the final
score 3-3. (BH)

DEVS DON’T FINISH AT FINISHING SCHOOL
Developments v Rover Oxford Hamsters L1-3

The developments latest outing was held at the
esteemed Headington School of Oxford, a ladies
finishing school that presumably is still reeling from

the shock of seeing Geoff getting stripped off and
changed in the car park, as well as the ‘Animals’ on-
pitch antics, more of which later.

Things looked grim from the outset; the news that one
of the Oxford team had swine flu meant that man
marking was off the cards, whilst the arrival of the two
umpires — one a shy lass and the other a slightly
confused Frenchman didn’t bode well. The Hamsters
got off to a good start and against the run of play
netted past a stranded Scott in goal. Tring were to
punch back almost immediately, as a fine run by
Jonny Mee resulted in the Danster finishing smartly.

There then followed some unfortunate umpiring
decisions that | shall refrain from listing in the
interests of column inches being at a premium.
However the French umpire was clearly keen to make
some amends after fellow countryman Thierry Henrys
‘goal’ of recent, by allowing regular contact between
ball & foot to go unpunished this time around, whilst
the other umpire was becoming ever more confident
in giving the wrong decision, including a green card to
the Animal for an innocent looking shoulder charge
(ahem) and eventual sin-binning for a misinterpreted
compliment regarding her eyesight. Unfortunately the
Hamsters slipped two more goals in and whilst the
second half was all about Tring and the usual
contingent of blown opportunities to score, it was a
competent performance.

Man of the match “Dudley-dinho” should surely be
checking his family tree for any Brazilian ancestry
given his fine work and ball distribution in midfield,
whilst son Max frequently caused panic with his
running at the RO defenders.

In the dying moments, Scott saved a P flick to his
credit and as the whistle sounded to signal the end of
the game, the umpires rushed for cover pursued by
the Animal (who possibly had sprouted horns at this
point) and several others who wished to thank them
for their time. (DT)

i Devs Pin-up Boy, Geoff,
Providing a Vital Life Class Lesson at Girls
Finishing School
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BEAST CUP JOY ALLAYS
CONCERNS ON LEAGUE FORM
Sunday - Vets 1-0 Letchworth

Although the Veteran's team were unlucky to lose 1-0
in the National Vets Cup after the long journey to
Lincoln back in October, they were handed another
chance of knockout success in the Plate Competition,
open to all those sides that lost in the first round. The
Tring side were handed a home tie against
Letchworth, who had also lost 1-0 in the first round.

It was a very different bunch of athletes that met at
the Tring astro on Sunday to the team that had lost 7-
0 to a strong St Albans side the day before. They
applied pressure to the Letchworth team from the off.
Simon Webb, Clive Hicks and Mark Cannon
controlled the midfield and Andy Aikens, at centre
forward, was a constant worry for the Letchworth
defence. Tring's passing game was highly effective all
over the pitch, from Neil Chapman and Eric at the
back, through the middle and out to Sharpy and Gary
Arthurs, the wing backs, who were finding space to
advance up the field. Unfortunately, the passing was
not quite as clinical once they approached the
Letchworth D and, despite the pressure, Tring found it
difficult to turn their superiority into a goal. The
breakthrough finally came after about 20 minutes
when lan Grainger, of all people, popped up on right
wing, took the ball towards the by-line and crossed it
for Andy Aikens to strike towards the goal. Although
that attempt was saved, Steve Collins was on hand to
tuck the ball under the keeper's body and into the
back of the net.

Eric's exertions soon led to him having to take a rest,
leading to Lobster joining the fray at right wing back
and Gary Arthurs moving into the centre of defence.
Despite losing Dudley Moor Radford to a yellow card,
Tring were able to keep their lead until half time.

The second half went the same way as the first, with
Tring controlling the game and creating plenty of
chances, without being able to convert any. A number
of short corners were won and, although Steve Collins
had an on-target drag flick saved by the keeper and
another shot was cleared off the line, Tring could not
increase their lead. As the end of the game
approached, and Tring lost both Andy Aikens and
Steve Collins to strained fetlocks, being replaced by
Tugger and a rejuvenated Eric, Letchworth began to
put a few attacks together and the Tring defence had
to keep their wits about them. Finally, Letchworth
were awarded a short corner. The regular Vets
players, and any Spurs or Scotland supporters
present, knew what would happen next - surely it

would be 1-1 at full time and we would go on to lose
on flicks. But no, the short corner was well defended
and the Tring side kept possession for the rest of the
game to secure one of the most comprehensive 1-0
victories seen for a long time. The Vets will now travel
to Oxted for the next round in February. So much for
Exeter or Whitley Bay away! (Lob)

Saturday — Vets 0-7 St Albans Emperors

It was an early start for the Vets at Halton, who
arrived more in hope than expectation that they could
address the alarming rate of goals conceded over the
previous fortnight. The Emperors are probably the last
team we wanted to come up against, the only
unbeaten side in the division, as we looked to improve
morale ahead of the cup game.

And so it proved as with only 5 minutes on the clock,
and over half the team not having touched the ball,
the Vets were 2 down. Nevertheless, the Vets were
not to be cowed and after the sluggish start, gained a
toehold in the game with some good possession
hockey. Whilst always on the back foot, the defensive
four stifled the Emperors attacks and the midfield
were retaining the ball well and probed into the
Emperor's half. For 20 minutes, the Vets competed
and matched the Emperors in a toe-to-toe battle in the
middle of the park. Reinforcements arrived on the
sideline in the shape of Phil Valentine and things were
looking up. An attack saw Tring enter the Emperor’s D
only for it to be cut-off just as triggers were being
primed by the front line! Then, as with many of our
recent games, the Emperors moved up a gear and 3
quick goals were conceded and the half time score
line flattered St Albans at 5 nil.

The 2™ half saw a much different display. Tring were
first to the ball and looked to take the edge in the
50:50 challenges. Gaps appeared all over the pitch
and Tring were a much more potent attacking force.
Beast finessed his way forward linking well with
Tugger & Bart, Eric bludgeoning his way through in
his unique style, but all to no avail as the last line of
the St Albans defence held firm. At the back for Tring
Jez and Rob were holding firm alongside Lob & PV.
As Tring played the possession hockey it was the
Emperors who were getting more and more frustrated
as the edge they had held, began to fall away. Then a
6" goal was conceded as an unfortunate bobble on
the pitch from an Emperors penalty-corner, seemed to
confuse the reliable Lobinho holding station on the
line. A 7" goal soon followed but Tring heads did not
fall, well maybe 1 had on the wing somewhere, and
continued to play good hockey looking to carve an
opening and gain a moral boost before the cup match,
but alas a consolation goal alluded them. (NJW)
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Up and Coming Social and Fundraising Events

12" December ¢ Club Social ¢ Christmas Fancy Dress Disco
WwCclyoOe 5NBaa Aa O02YLidzZ a2NEQ
Tickets are £5 ¢ please see your captains or Sam Payne

Being held at the club - please come and support the hockey club in this fundraiser.

rSﬁ“ﬁfEu a | 31st January - Comedy Club Night
Trings Side-splitting Comedy Night

TRING SPORTING PREDICTION CHALLLENGE 2010

Gareth Darby is once again running the Tring Sporting Prediction Challenge for 2010. This is a fundraiser for the
clubhouse and profits from the 2010 competition will be going towards funding a new flat screen TV for it.

Again entry is just £5 and there are 43 events to predict for the coming year. Across the following 2 pages you will
find an entry form along with details of where to send it to. Guidance notes for the 2010 Sporting Prediction
Competition are available. Please email Gareth, details below, for a copy. Please feel free to circulate the forms
amongst your friends and work colleagues so we can get as many entrants as possible.

Entries must be received by 24th December. All forms should be returned, along with your entry fee, to: -
G Darby 3 Wingrave Road, Tring, Herts HP23 5EZ.
Any cheques should be made payable to Mr G Darby. Good luck and Gareth looks forward to receiving your entry.

That 6s al | f ol ks

TRING HOCKEY CLUB
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TRING SPORTING PREDICTION CHALLLENGE 2010: Entry £5i Closing date 24" Dec

1 PREMIERSHIP

2 CHAMPIONSHIP

3 LEAGUE 1

4 LEAGUE 2

5 CONFERENCE

6 CHAMPIONS LEAGUE

7 EUROPA LEAGUE

8 F A CUP

9 AFRICAN CUP OF NATIONS

10 WORLD CUP

11 SIX NATIONS

12 TRI NATIONS

13 HEINEKEN CUP

14 GUINNESS PREMIERSHIP

15 MAGNERS LEAGUE

16 SUPER 14'S

17 SUPER LEAGUE

18 CHALLENGE CUP

19 OPEN CHAMPIONSHIP

20 U S OPEN

21 US MASTERS

22 US PGA

23 RYDER CUP EUROPE POINTS

24 EURO TOUR ORDER OF MERIT WINNER

25 MENS SINGLES

26 WOMENS SINGLES

27 DAVIS CUP

28 NUMBER OF BRITISH GOLDS

29 COMMONWEALTH HOCKEY (MEN)

30 F1 CHAMPION

31 BRITISH GRAND PRIX WINNER

32 MOTO GP CHAMPION 500 CC

33 WORLD CUP 20 20

34 IPL

35 COUNTY CHAMPIONS DIV 1

36 COUNTY CHAMPIONS DIV 2

37 20/20 DOMESTIC CUP
DARTS

38 PDC WORLD CHAMPION

AMERICAN FOOTBALL
39 SUPERBOWL WINNERS

SNOOKER
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40 WORLD CHAMPION

CYCLING

41 TOUR DE FRANCE WINNER

AUSSIE RULES FOOTBALL

42 GRAND FINAL WINNERS

THE BOAT RACE

43 OXFORD OR CAMBRIDGE

NAME: Please e-mail your entry to garethdarby@btopenworld.com, sending a

cheque for your entry to 3 Wingrave Road, Tring, Herts .HP23 5EZ.Please
E MAIL: make cheques payable to G R Darby.

Full guidance on the Sporting Predictions 2010 runners and riders is available from the Gareth - his
details are in the box above.
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